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Best Wishes for a Happy Holiday!
It is incredible that we have already finished our first term and are getting
ready for our Winter break. The students have worked hard these first few
months and we are proud of all of them. There is a lot of wonderful learning
going on! We would like to thank you, the parent group, for sponsoring Raymer’s We Day for the grade 6 students. The students appreciated all of the
tasty meals and snacks. It is wonderful to see so many intermediate students
get involved with the leadership opportunities: announcement leaders,
camera leaders, play pals, AV leaders, peace leaders, lunch monitor leaders,
choir, and equipment leaders. We would also like to thank you for raising the
money to purchase our new screen and projector. It was great to be able to
use it for our Remembrance Day Ceremony. I would like to thank
Mrs. Samaddar and Mrs. Carr for their work with the choir – they sounded so
lovely. I would also like to thank the students and teachers who presented at
our ceremony. It was a respectful tribute to our veterans. From the classes
performing in the Christmas concerts, to our Salvation
Army Food Hamper Drive, I am so proud that Raymer
students share their gifts to make the whole
community a better place. We hope everyone can
find some time during this holiday to enjoy friends
and family and create new memories.
Sincerely,
Terrilynn Nunes

CONGRATULATIONS, RAYMER CHOIR!
Raymer Choir's performance at the Remembrance Day Assembly was heart-warming and
special! Positive comments about the choir's singing and manner were received from
several in attendance! Choir, thank you for leading O Canada and performing, Last Night I
Had the Strangest Dream & It's a Small World! Your participation really added to the
important occasion of remembrance!
RAYMER CHOIR WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS!
New members, in grades 3-6, were recently invited in preparation for our Christmas
concert next month. Our choir now looks forward to leading the audience in a pre-concert
"old-fashioned" sing-a-along. They also wish to bring some spirit of the season to our local
community visiting seniors nearby. If you have any questions about choir, please do not

IMPORTANT DATES
Cultural Performance………..
Santa Bus (primary students) …..
PAC Meeting ………………………
Term 1 Report Cards ………….
PAC Pizza ……………………………
Family Christmas Movie Night
Christmas Concert ……………
Last day of school ………………
School Back in Session…………
PAC Pizza ……………………………...
Parent/Teacher Interviews
(Early Dismissal)……………..
Kevin Kardaal visit……………..

Dec 1
Dec 11
Dec 12
Dec 15
Dec 15
Dec 15
Dec 21
Dec 22
Jan 8
Jan 19
Jan25/26
Jan 30

WINTER SAFETY REMINDERS





Dress warmly for outside play breaks.
Rolling snowballs for snowmen and forts
is fun. Throwing snowballs on school
property, at bus stops, or between home
and school is against the school code of
conduct promoting respect for self,
others, and property.
Face-washing, ice throwing and slush
kicking do not meet our expectations for
caring behavior.

Report Cards
Report cards will be issued to students on
December 15, 2017 at the end of the day.
Parents are asked to confirm their receipt of
the report cards. Please sign and return the
envelope by Friday, December 22. Please do
not seal the envelope so that it can be used
again in Terms 2 and 3. Although the next
parent/student/teacher conferences are not
scheduled until January 25th and 26th,
parents are most welcome to contact their
child’s teacher if they have questions or
concerns about progress, or wish to set up a
meeting.

hesitate to get in touch with Mrs. Samaddar at pamela.samaddar@sd23.bc.ca
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"One kind word can change someone's entire day."
Our first team day activity was a success! Students gathered together with their team to
read Sharing, How Kindness Grows by Fran Shaw, and discussed ways to be kind to others. Students then wrote a kind gesture they have given or received on a paper strip and
together the teams created a kindness chain. This idea started with one small chain, created in Mrs. Cartwright's class, and eventually grew to having 10 chains from each team.
All chains were gathered and put together to make one long chain. This kindness chain is
showcased on the wall in our common learning area.

Raymer Christmas
Concert
Thursday, December 21, 2017
Performances at 12:15 pm and 6:30 pm
We have a wonderful program of
Christmas entertainment planned for the
whole family.

~ Mrs. Cartwright's Grade 4/5 Class

Salvation Army Food Bank Drive:
We will be holding our Annual Food
Bank Drive this month from December
1st to 11th. Hamper boxes will be placed
in the hallway by the office to accept
your donations of non-perishable food
items. Thank you for your support.

Class Field Trip
We went to the West Bank First Nations Museum on our field trip and
learned about the Sqilxw people from our area. Students gained knowledge
and understanding of Sqilxw culture and language. "My favourite part was
when we saw Frog Woman." "Something I didn't know before is they use
lava rocks and a dark room to get rid of their human smell. They sweat to
get closer to animals." "I never knew that canoes can be made out of Black
Cotton wood. I thought ten people could fit, but only two or three." "It was
FUN!" ~ Mrs. Cartwright's Grade 4/5 Class

Give your kids an opportunity of a lifetime by signing them up for the
2017/2018 After School Program. The
program is exclusively offered to local
Okanagan students in grade 4 through to
secondary school and is a fantastic way
to get them onto the slopes. The aim of
the program is to allow kids to experience the excitement of
skiing and snowboarding at an affordable price to parents. Everyone involved is guaranteed to have a great time whether it’s
watching movies on the luxury Western Bus Line coaches, or
giving it their all on the slopes under the night sky!
INCLUDES:
3 x Ski/Board Lessons
3 x Lift tickets
3 x West Bus Line transfers to and from the mountain
3 x Meals
PROGRAM RATES:
$144 Early Bird end December 15th
$184 December 16th until deadline
Register online at www.bigwhite.com or email: schoolscoordinator@bigwhite.com
Raymer’s scheduled days are:
January 10, 2018
January 17, 2018
January 24, 2018
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Literacy At Home…
“The greatest gift is the passion for reading.
It is cheap, it consoles, it distracts, it excites.
It gives you knowledge of the world and experience of a
wide kind.”
~Elizabeth Hardwick~
Here are some ideas to keep children interested in learning
and reading over the holidays:
Make a list, check it twice: ask the kids to help you make a
grocery list of all the goodies you will need.
Books under the tree: give the gift of reading by putting a
few books or a subscription to a high quality magazine under
the tree. Having a variety of reading materials is an
important factor in creating life long readers. Thrift stores
often have great selections of childrens' books.
‘Tis better to give than receive: give the gift of words this
year by boxing some old books and donating them to
Raymer library. Perhaps this will give new meaning to
Boxing Day and become an annual tradition in your home.
Read Out Loud: pick a novel or a new book each night and
read it out loud together! Take turns.
The Okanagan Regional Library (ORL) is open regular hours
starting January 2nd. Their branches often have great
programs for kids and you can borrow books with a library
card. You can also drop in and just spend time reading and
enjoying books.
Charlotte Morris
Teacher Librarian

PAC NEWS…..
We have a PAC meeting on Tues, Dec 12, 6:30
-730pm.
Childcare is provided. Please be sure to attend
this PAC meeting as YOUR VOTE is needed for
the PAC budget in
supporting Raymer Elementary student enrichment. Meeting minutes are on the PAC
Website.
Our “Bingo Night” was a great success with 52
people in attendance. The kids had lots of fun
winning all of the prizes! Join us monthly for
these fun school community building and
fundraising events! Our next event is a free
Family Movie Night on Friday, Dec 15. Doors
Open at 5:45pm for popcorn concession sales.
Hope to see you there !
Deanie Zahara
PAC President

Thank you for supporting the grade 6 students Purdy’s
chocolate fundraiser. Your orders can be picked up on
Friday, December 15th.
Our “Student Voice Club” is organizing their first Spirit Day.
This day will be pajama themed held on
December 22nd.
Please wear your favorite pajamas to school!
MAKING A DIFFERENCE ON REMEMBRANCE DAY
Mrs. Samaddar, Mrs. Udala and Ms. Zerr's students, grades three
to six, expressed messages of thanks to those who served
Canada in times of war, military conflict and peace or to
still-serving Canadian Armed Forces members on Remembrance
Day. Mrs. Samaddar, a Raymer teacher and member of the
Army, Navy, Airforce Veteran's Club hand-delivered students'
Postcards for Peace, one by one, to each veteran she could find
on that day and was so proud of our Raymer students' efforts to
actively remember the sacrifices and achievements of Canadian
Veterans. Many were visibly touched and impressed by students'
efforts.
A SPECIAL SURPRISE!
Eight days later, Sasha, in Mrs. Samaddar's class received a
stamped envelope via Canada Post from a retired staff seargant
from the Okanagan Division of the RCMP Veteran's Association,
Mr. Bafia. He said Sasha had very nice printing skills and he found
it heartwarming to read her card. He also went on to say we (all
our family, relatives and friends), enjoy our freedoms because
they were won for us by the sacrifices of so many
women and men who continue to serve in different places around
the world. Students, thank you for your participation in this
activity. You made a difference on Remembrance Day!
We are very proud, too! Lest We Forget.

Technology Toys were unveiled by Mrs. Cartwright's class in the library with Mrs.
Morris. The class spent three classes discovering the toys and how to use them.
We used a lot of skills we've been practicing in class such as working as a group,
problem solving, and growth mindset. Some of the toys we
explored include: Codapillar, Spheros, Ozobots, Beetlebots, Ozmo,
Makey-Makey. We had lots of fun trying out new ways of learning. All classes will
have this opportunity sometime throughout the year.
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SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THURS

FRI
1

SAT
2

Intermediate floor
hockey 2:30 to 3:20
Salvation Army
Food Drive until
December 11th

3

4

5

6

Salvation Army
Food Drive
Collection
continues this
week

10

11

12:30 Cultural
PerformanceZac Gauthier

12
Santa Bus
(for primary)
12:30-1:30

7

13

8
11:00am choir
11:40 Student
Voice Club

14

Salvation Army
Food picked up

Intermediate
floor hockey
2:30 to 3:20

15
11:00 Choir
Practice

PAC
Pizza Money
Due

PAC Meeting
6:30-7:30

9

Term 1
Report Cards

16

PAC PIZZA
DAY

11;40 Student
Voice Club

Family Christmas
Movie Night
Intermediate floor
hockey 2:30 to 3:20

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Last day of school
Christmas
for
Concert
Winter
Break
Afternoon-12:15
Night-6:30
Spirit Day:
Pajama Day

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

5

6

WINTER BREAK
31

Jan 1

2

3

4

WINTER BREAK

