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Welcome to Raymer Elementary School

“Home of the RAVENS!"

PLEASE READ THROUGH THIS HANDBOOK CAREFULLY AS IT HAS IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Raymer Elementary History:

Raymer Avenue Elementary School was named after its location at the corner of Raymer Avenue and Richter Street.

Raymer Avenue was named after Mr. Henry William (Harry) Raymer. He was born in 1853 in Walsingham, Norfolk County, Ontario. His boyhood, public and
high school days were passed in Woodstock, Ontario. While still a very young man, he went to work in Chicago. He stayed only a short time before returning to
Canada. Mr. Raymer spent time in School Lake, Manitoba and Lethbridge, Alberta where he spent time farming and contracting. After several years, he moved
further west arriving in Vernon on a work train to construct the CPR branch line from Sicamous. In 1892 he moved to what is now called Kelowna.

As a contractor and builder, he was responsible for the construction of many of Kelowna's buildings, which still stand today. These buildings include the Ben-
voulin Church and Glenn Avenue School. Though engaged in the building trade, he played an important role in promoting the agricultural efforts as president of
the Agricultural Association.

When Kelowna was incorporated as a city, he was elected mayor. He later served on council for several terms. He also served as a Justice of the Peace on the

Police Commission and on the License Board.

Mr. Raymer built, owned and managed Kelowna's first Opera House thus providing the means of bringing entertainment to the community. He was one of our
early supporters of Kelowna's Aquatic Center and helped to set aside Kelowna's City Park for that purpose. He also helped to start the first Kelowna Band, a
brass one, in which he played bass trumpet.

Mayor Raymer died in Kelowna on April 6, 1916 at the age of 63.

Our School District #23 Purpose:

To educate students in a safe, inclusive, equitable, and inspirational learning environment where each learner develops the attributes and competencies to
flourish in a global community.

- —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— _— —_— L |
The best way to stay informed about events at Raymer is to visit our website at www.ray.sd23.bc.ca includes current school information, school calendar, monthly newsletter I
and parent and community information. Most correspondence from the school will come via email. Primary contact email addresses of each student are used .

h_—_—__—_—__—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_J
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Raymer Elementary

657 Raymer Avenue

Kelowna, BC V1Y 476

BELL SCHEDULE

Dear Raymer Families:

On behalf of the staff at Raymer Elementary, | would like
to welcome all students, parents, and caregivers to Ray-
mer Elementary School. We are excited to learn
alongside your child this year! This Handbook/Calendar
has been provided as a way to keep parents/caregivers
informed of all the important events and assemblies that
may affect your child. We have also listed general
information concerning the school, its expectations and
tips for parents. Our staff thank you for your support and
commitment to your child’s education. We look forward
to a successful year ahead.

Mr. Bryce Owens

Principal

8:25am
8:30 am
11:10 am
12:07 pm
1:30 pm
1:45 pm
2:30 pm
2:45 pm

Warning bell

Classes begin - in session
Lunch

Classes in session

Recess

Classes in
Dismissal

Supervision ends: All students must be off
the property if not with a parent or guardian

Mission Statement:

Raymer Elementary School community empowers students to be confident, curi-

ous, resilient lifelong learners in a collaborative, respectful, and safe manner.

School Belief Statements:

e At Raymer, we believe in fostering a growth mindset where all Ravens are

challenged to develop curiosity, passion and independence on their journey

towards a lifelong love of learning.

e At Raymer, we believe in supporting all learners to develop their critical think-

ing, collaborative, and communication skills where all Ravens can grow to be-

come resilient, confident and self aware citizens.

e At Raymer, we believe in creating a culture of gratitude, care and kindness,

where all Ravens feel respected, honoured and that they belong in our school

community.

e At Raymer, we believe in building a safe, loving and inclusive community

where diversity is celebrated so that all Ravens can grow, flourish, and soar.
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Sun ‘ Mon ‘ Tue ‘ Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 HOT 2 3 HOT»
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Fi};—DriII @ 10:45 am
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12 13 14 15 HOT |16 R 17 HOT |18
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J Cavjada @ 10: 19 am
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19 20 21 22 23 24 ﬂ 25
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RETAKE DAY LoV Da\{
No School

26 27 28 29 HOT 30 runprAIER HOT

LUNCH LUNCH

WK 2
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RAYMER OFFICE HOURS: 7:45—3:15
Morning Supervision 8:10-8:25
Afterschool Supervision 2:30—2:45

Late Arrival Procedures

Students who arrive late (after 8:30) must sign in at the office. Students
are marked absent if they are not in their classrooms when attendance is

completed at 8:30. Students will be marked excused if the parent/guardian

calls the school or provides a note.

Leaving Early Procedures

To ensure our students’ safety, we can only release a child early when the
student:

e provides a signed note from a parent/guardian indicating the time the
child may leave school and the reason for absence

e is picked up by the parent or guardian

e parents/guardian use school messenger or call the school office to in-
form us of the early departure

Student Absence

A parent/ guardian should use school messenger or call the school at (250)

870-5125 to report a student absence. When students are absent with no
phone call or prior notice excusing their absence an automatic call home
will go home.

Parent Visitors

All parents/caregivers/guests to the school MUST enter through the
front doors and check in at the office during regular instructional hours.

Volunteers will be provided with a visitor badge upon signing in and
must have completed a criminal record check. Contact your child’s
teacher and/or the office for more information.

Student washrooms are for learners only. Staff washrooms are available
for adults or adults with young children who still require their parent’s
assistance. These washrooms are located next to the office.

Student Pick Up

At the end of the day, your child will meet you at their designated pick
up location. Your child needs to ask the office for help if there are any
problems with pick up. Under no circumstances should your child leave
the school grounds if he/she is expecting to be picked up.

Please ensure any adult who may be picking up your child is
listed as “pick up person” in our system. Please call the office to
make any changes.

School Messenger is the best way to let the office know that your child will be absent, late or needs to leave early.




November 2025

Sun ‘ Mon ‘ Tue ‘ Wed | Thu | Fri Sat
1
2 3 A 5 6 7 HOT g
LUNCH
WK 1
9 10 11 12 HOT 13 14 HOT 15
REMEMBRANEE DAY [ LUNCH LUNCH
RN ‘
wk2 Remembrance Day MA‘&
Assembly No School
16 17 18 19 20 P2 HARMONY DAY LUNCH 22
WK1 e
Harmony Day Potluck
23 P24 25 26 Lﬂh?c\.ir-l 27 FUNDRAISER E%ll; 29
98
WK 2

PAC Mtg @ 6 pm

30




School Messenger is used for communication purposes between the school and home.

School Messenger is our district's notification service. This service is used to report all absences for your child(ren) all with a few clicks on your
smart phone. It is the best way to let the office know if your child will be absent, leaving early, or arriving late.

But....

We also use it to connect with our families regarding any important information/communication that needs to go home:
Weekly Newsletter SEL / Social Emotional Learning Monthly PAC newsletters
Upcoming Events Registration Information Interior Health communication

Important communication from the Central Okanagan School District

HOWTO REGISTER: Absences
SCHOOL MESSENGER-Safe Arrival Absence Reporting System AN @

Please download the app shown below. To see a short video that explains how to enter absences and use school messenger, please visit our Raymer
website www.ray.sd23.bc.ca. Then click on the "Parents" tab and then click on School Messenger-Safe Arrival Absence Reporting System tab.

Getting Started with SchoolMessenger Reporting Absences with SchoolMessenger

How to Sign Up and Use SchoolMessenger Note - can enter absences in SchoolMessenger in 3 ways:
(1) Enter an Absence Using the Smartphone App
SchoolMessenger & e W p o
App Store b Google Play
\, (2) Enter an Absence Using the Online Parent Portal
\_\J « visit go.schoolmessenger.ca

O1Eer o sy Catg e

» call the school, press "1" and follow the prompts



http://www.ray.sd23.bc.ca

December 2025

Sun ‘ Mon ‘ Tue ‘ Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 HOT 6
TUNCH
WK 1
7 3 9 10 HOT 11 FUNDRAISER 12 HOT 13
1] TUNCH

NCH @ Y @

Term 1 Written Learning

WK 2

Updates Sent Home

14 16 17 18

) o A

15 19 2
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SCHOOL FEES
Your child’s school fees for the year are $50.
e 540 for school supplies provided by the teacher

e $10 for cultural fees (school wide cultural performance)

The district is requesting and encouraging all families to sign up to access
the online payment option. All student charges will be posted on this site
(school fees, overdue books, field trips).

Within School District Policy 425—Student Fees, the Board of Education has
indicated “that students will not be excluded from any educational program
due to financial hardship.” This clause in the policy provides for the private
and confidential consideration of financial circumstances of individual stu-
dents and families, while preserving the dignity of families who may be una-
ble to pay.

Please contact the school principal if you are facing a financial hardship that
restricts the ability of your child to access a school program.

WHAT TO BRING TO SCHOOL

Your child will need a pair of inside shoes (running shoes)
that can be kept at school, backpack, snacks, lunch, and a
water bottle.

Please label your child’s items.

SCHOOL CASH ONLINE

The School District has moved towards an online system for paying student
fees and field trips. The office requires families to use this service rather
than sending cash or cheques.

For safety and efficiency reasons, School District No. 23 (Central Okana-
gan) is reducing the amount of cash and cheques coming into our dis-
trict. Please join the thousands of parents who have already registered
and are enjoying the convenience of paying online for fundraisers, field
trips and school fees.

Go to this website: https://centralokanagan.schoolcashonline.com.

Please click on the "Register" tab and fill out the User Registration form.

Once you have finished signing up and have attached your child(s) to your
account you can pay for items as follows:

e Click on the item you would like to pay for under Item Name

e C(lick add to cart

e [f paying for more than one item, click back & repeat the first two steps

When you have chosen all of your items, click "check out" on the top right
corner; enter your debit or credit card information

Aod Stugent

¢ Price ¢ DueDate ~

$40.00 Mar04/16  Optional
RutiandSS AATest

RuiandSS AATest
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AFTER SCHOOL CARE

Raymer Elementary does not offer free before or after school care but we have
a few options of daycares within our community.

Clubhouse Daycare 250-860-4333 (next door to Raymer)
Dynamic After School Care 250-212-2255
Okanagan Boys and Girls Club — 250-762-9344
Thrive Kids 250-801-4809

YMCA 250-491-8678

B0

e e

| # AFTER-SCHOOL % |

Gary Bennett Family Fund ‘
BREAKFAST PROGRAM

The Gary Bennett Family Fund generously donates funds for a formal breakfast
program. Please let the Principal know if you will require this service.

LUNCH PROGRAM

We offer Brown Bag lunches to our families who are experiencing

financial difficulties at this time. If you are experiencing a financial

hardship, please speak with the Principal.

PARENT PARKING

There is NO parent parking available on-site. Parents can use the ®

short-term (15 minute) parking areas on Richter Street and on Raymer Avenue.
Please DO NOT block driveways, vehicles, park on boulevards, or park in

neighbouring business stalls.

HANDICAPPED PARKING

Spots are available via the Tutt Street entrance. Users must display a
valid handicapped parking pass.

DOGS ON SCHOOL PROPERTY

Just a friendly reminder that no dogs are allowed on school
property as per the regional district responsible dog ownership
bylaw. Thank you for your understanding.

BIKING/SCOOTERING TO SCHOOL

We encourage children to travel to school by foot, bike
or scooter. We do want to ensure the safety of each child so please have
your child wear a helmet, bring a bike lock to lock up their bike_and abide

by the rules of the road. Once your child arrives on school property they
are to walk their bikes to their designated bike rack.

LOST AND FOUND

Any clothing or items left behind by students are placed in

the lost and found which is located in one of three black
benches at the entrance to the school, outside the office. Students and
parents are encouraged to check the lost and found regularly to reclaim
misplaced belongings. If an item is lost, students should immediately re-
port the loss to their teacher and check the “Lost and Found”. All student
belongings should be marked with your child’s name.

LIBRARY

Students will have a book exchange time each week. We
encourage students to borrow and return books in good
condition and on time. Overdue or lost books are subject to a replacement
cost.
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Sun ‘ Mon ‘ Tue ‘ Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 HOT 5 6 HOT [/
LUNCH LUNCH
WK 2
Early Dismissal (12:30 pm)
P/T Conference Open Early Dismissal (12:30 pm)
House P/T Conference
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
WK 1
Yro-D Day
No School
15 16 17 18 HOT 19 20 HOT 21
LUNCH LUNCH
WK 2 Bc -
FamilyDay
No School
22 3 24 25 26 54?5 HoT pg
&y @
WK 1
PAC Mtg @ 6 pm




ATTENDANCE éﬂ
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the School Act, it is also a major factor contributing to a student's success

Not only is regular attendance a legal requirement under

in graduating. Much of the learning at school occurs in classroom learning
environments where teachers are constantly assessing student progress -
to miss class time negatively impacts student learning, and makes the as-
sessment of student learning extremely difficult for teachers.

For chronic attendance issues (excused or unexcused), parents/guardians
will be asked to speak with the school administration to problem solve
and collaborate ways to ensure student attendance improves and to en-
sure student success. We appreciate in advance your support in ensuring

the child’s teacher and the office. There are specific forms that need to be

your child arrives to school on time each day ready to learn!

MEDICAL ALERT

If your child has allergies, asthma, requires medication while
at school, or has any other medical condition, please inform

completed on an annual basis in order to ensure the safety of your child.

COMMON COLDS AND VIRUSES

Influenza is caused by viruses that generally spread when an
infected person coughs or sneezes. Here are six precau- H
tions to safeguard everyone’s health:

e Stay home when experiencing flu like symptoms

e Avoid close contact with people who are sick

e Cover your mouth or nose with a tissue

e Wash your hands, avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth

e Practice good health habits: plenty of sleep, be active, eat nutritious
foods

GUARDIANSHIP |’h

Guardianship

Occasionally concerns have been known to arise concerning the cus-
tody of children after a divorce or other legal action. Please make an appoint-
ment with a counsellor or administrator to discuss any special custody concerns
you may have. Also, please bring a copy of any restraining order or other perti-
nent documents. Name changes can also be detailed at that time.

(
.
,

TELEPHONE =48

;

A telephone is available for students use but is restricted to phoning parents in
the event of illness or other emergency. The student phone is not to be used to
arrange social events or for incidental items forgotten at home. If you are need-
ing to get in touch with your child throughout the day please call the office and
we will be sure to pass along a message or have your child return your call.

[ 4
Etfeopey

emergency, we take Emergency Preparedness very seriously. The following

EMERGENCY PREPARDEDNESS

Although we hope that our school will never be subjected to an

drills and practice measures are taken at school:

e 6 firedrills/school year—3 in the fall and 3 in the spring
e 1 earthquake drill as part of Shake Out BC
e 1lockdown drill

As a parent/guardian, if you are in the building during one of our drills please
make sure you vacate the building through the closest exit and report to Mrs. Ng
on the back concrete slab (basketball court)
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Sun ‘ Mon ‘ Tue ‘ Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 HOT 5 6 HOT |7
LUNCH LUNCH

WK 2

8 9 10 11 12 FUNDRAISER HOT 11

@ 3 @ LUNCH
Term 2 Written Learning

WK1 Updates Sent Home
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DRESS CODE _—

(ODE

Decisions regarding student dress require the careful balance of

the individual's right to self-expression against the school's
responsibility to ensure an appropriate learning environment. The dress
code is based on the following principles:

e Respect for learning, human rights and dignity of others

e Safety of persons and property

e Promotion of a drug and alcohol-free environment

Raymer Elementary School with the Raymer Parent Advisory Council, offer
the following guidance so that students learn to make good independent
decisions regarding their choice of clothing. All members of the school
community are expected to dress in ways that are appropriate for school. It
is not appropriate to wear clothing that:

e Makes sexual reference

e Uses inappropriate language

e Depicts or promotes violence, racism, or other discriminations

e Isintimidating to others; has brand names that relate to profanity

All clothing must:

e Cover the entire core area of the body (upper thigh to above the chest)
e Have straps or sleeves

For safety purposes, footwear must be worn at all times and everyone is
expected to refrain from wearing a hat or hood up inside the school build-

ing.

ACCIDENT INSURANCE

-
Central Okanagan Public Schools does not insure expense for
student injuries that happen on school grounds or during school activities. It is
possible for parents/guardians to voluntarily purchase private accident insur-
ance at a reasonable cost.

PARENT ADVIOSRY COUNCIL (PAC)

The Parent Advisory Council (PAC) invites all parents to join and

] PARENT
~ ,ADVISORY
COUNCIL

e

under the School Act since 1989, the PAC serves as the unified voice for par-

play an active role in shaping the school community. Recognized

ents, fostering collaboration and dialogue on matters that matter most.

Through monthly meetings, the PAC addresses parent concerns, provides valu-
able support for school events, and hosts enriching presentations on topics of
interest. Whether it’s guiding individual concerns or navigating the appeal pro-
cess, the PAC is here to empower and inform families every step of the way.

APPEAL POLICY 460

Parents and guardians of a student who is entitled to an educational program
in SD 23 may appeal the decision of an employee of the school board which
significantly affects the education, health or safety of the student.

STEP 1: Parent meets with employee (eg. teacher)
STEP 2: Parent meets with principal
STEP 3: Parent meets with the superintendent or designate (eg. director)

If at this point, the issue remains unsolved and the parent is not satisfied, the
parent has a right to a final appeal to the Board. Details of this process are
available at the school. This district policy is in place to help ensure that effec-
tive communication is part of the problem solving process.
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Sun ‘ Mon ‘ Tue ‘ Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 HoOT P2 3 4
LUNCH
s, |:|!|'i|v~. @ G
WK 2 No School
5 6 7 ] 9 10 HOT |11
LUNCH
WK1
No School
12 13 14 15 HOT (16 17 HOT (18
LUNCH LUNCH
WK 2 @
Fire Drill @ 9:00 am
19 20 21 22 23 HOT 5
LUNCH
WK 1 FlrémDrlll @ 10:45 am
Admin Assistant Day E.L.F.F
26 27 28 29 HOT 30 FUNDRAISER
LUNCH @ 8 @
PICTURE DAY <R,
WK 2 e _ &
PAC Mtg @ 6 pm Fire Drill @ 1:50 pm




Responsible Student Use of Personal Digital Devices, School Technology, and District Network Services

Student use of personal digital devices (any device used to communicate and/or access the internet), school technology, and district net-

works at school is for educational purposes.

Students must abide by the school’s Code of Conduct and procedures, as well as Central Okanagan Public Schools Policy 486: Student Use of Network Services
and Digital Technologies.

Students will:

e Secure, power off and store personal digital devices during instructional (i.e. class time) and non-instructional time (i.e. breaks/lunch) at Elementary
schools unless instructed by the Principal or school staff;

e Use personal digital devices during instructional time for instructional purposes and digital literacy skills as instructed by the Principal or school staff;
e Ensure personal digital devices are not used in areas where privacy is expected, such as restrooms and change rooms;

e Be permitted to use personal digital devices to support accessibility, accommodations, medical and health needs;

e Always take precautions to ensure online safety, privacy, and security;

e Treat others with respect and kindness when using digital devices and district network services;

e Always use digital devices and district network services responsibly and with academic integrity.

Schools will ensure that all students have equitable and developmentally appropriate access to technology to meet curricular requirements. Students are not
required to have their own personal digital device or cellphone at school.

The use of personal digital devices, school technology, and district networks is a privilege. Staff may revoke a student’s access to devices because of inappropri-
ate student conduct.

Violations of the school code of conduct could result in appropriate restorative processes or disciplinary actions including suspension and police intervention.

nf
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May 2026

Sun ‘ Mon Tue ‘ Wed | Thu Fri Sat
1 HOT 2
LUNCH
WK 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 HOT9
LUNCH
WK1 (g
Run For Fun Starts
10 [11 12 13 HOT (14 15 HOT |16
Besr Mol LUNCH LUNCH
EVER
ey
WK 2 Run For Fun Ends
17 (18 19 20 21 22 HOT 23
b4 HAPPY* LUNCH
¥ Doy *
WK1
No School
24 25 26 27 LﬂNoC.II-I 28 FUNDRAISER m%l!_'l 30
g9
s o (B
WK 2 Thing
PACMtg @ 6 pm Gr 6 Trip To Green Bay Camp
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RAYMER—CODE OF CONDUCT

At Raymer Elementary School, we strive to ensure that our school is a safe, caring and orderly environment where all our students
and staff can learn and work. Our Raymer Code of Conduct applies to any student who is on school property, who is in attendance
at school or at any school-sponsored activity, who is travelling to and from the school, or whose behavior has an adverse effect on

\_HONESTY=y. <4

the operation of the school. These statements should guide the actions of our school community at all times.

or
<D
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SCHOOL-WIDE RESPONSIBILITIES

BUS / VEHICLE

ALL SETTINGS LIBRARY / COMPUTERS ‘ WASHROOMS EATING TIMES SCHOOL GROUNDS
R - Be a team player - Be familiar with and - Use equipment safely - Wash hands with soap - Bring a healthy lunch - Follow safety rules - Walk quietly and safely - Travel safely
E - Demonstrate fair play follow routines -Be on time and water - Treat supervisors with - Line up at bell time - Stay inline to the right - Sit appropriately
s - Include others - Study - Play fairly - Use designated respect outside your door, - Watch for opening doors - Demonstrate courteous
P - Follow dress code -Read - No Food washrooms - Wash hands with hands and - Walk on the right-hand behaviour
YOURSELF AND | - Treat others kindly -Leamn - Sit quietly - Respect the privacy of - Avoid trading food feet to yourself side - Follow the driver's
E OTHERS - Be patient - Applause anly others expectations
c - Keep your hands and feet - Show sportsmanship - Keep heads and body
w T to yourself insid the bus
z & - Use appropriate language
and volume
0 R - Listen carefully - Use a quiet voice - Put in your best effort
— E - Follow teacher's
F s directions :
P LEARNING | Come prepared to leam ( j
F o - Know that leaming is for
everyone and it is not to &'
o g be interrupted
E ' - Keep school free of theft -Food and drinks in - Keep change rooms tidy - Keep washrooms clean - Stay seated - Stay away from bike - Respect displays - Care for bus / vehide
B - Care for school property, - Push chairs in when the equipment room - Use washrooms properly - Use inside voices - Use bikes/skateboards
x l private property and leaving - Students use equipment - Use garbage cans and rollerblades/scooters in
w L learning materials - Sign out your books room only under the recycling contginers designated area - off
l - Put garhage and time
T recydables whera they
Y belong
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Sun ‘ Mon Tue Wed ‘ Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 HOT6
LUNCH
WK 1
7 8 9 10 HOT (11 12 HOT 13
LUNCH LUNCH
WK 2
14 (15 16 17 18 FUNDRAISER HOT 20
@ 3| @ LUNCH
WK1 PAC Mtg @ 6 pm Staff Meeting
21 22 23 24 HOT 25 26 27
LUNCH
W g
ver
Term 3 Written Learning
WK 2 Updates Sent Home
28 29 30 7/ :?
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