
What’s Happening at raymer
September 9th - 13th

“The Sky’s the Limit”

WEEKLY PREVIEW

Monday September 9
● Student Verification Forms Go Home
● School Calendars Go Home
● Fruit & Veggie Program Forms Go 

Home
● Kindergarten AM only 8:30-11:30

Tuesday September 10
● Kindergarten AM only  8:30-11:30

Wednesday September 11
● Kindergarten Full Day 8:30-2:30

Thursday September 12

Friday September 13
● Student Verification Forms & Fruit & 

Veggie Forms due

Upcoming Events
Sept. 16 - First day for StrongStart
Sept. 18 - Terry Fox Run
Sept. 24 - Picture Day
Sept. 25 - Fire Drill
Sept. 26 - Parent Teacher Conferences -
12:30 dismissal - BBQ Meet and Greet
Sept. 27 - Parent Teacher Conferences 
12:30 dismissal
Sept. 30 - National Day of Truth and 
Reconciliation - No School

Welcome Back Raymer!

I would officially like to welcome all students, parents and staff 
back for a exciting up and coming school year at Raymer 
Elementary!  We have enjoyed hearing all about our Raven’s 
summer adventures and the highlights of their vacation.

As you know, our students moved into their new classes 
yesterday afternoon so we are excited to begin a year of 
wonder, learning, and play - all circled in ‘togetherness’ - our 
district theme.  We look forward to meeting you all, getting to 
know our new students and welcoming our youngest learners in 
the building!

A huge “Raymer Rave” to Mrs. Rosales and Ms. Rangel, our 
custodians, and Mrs. Ng, our administrative assistant, who 
worked tirelessly over the summer to ensure our school was 
ready for our September start up!  

Here’s to a great year!  Go Ravens!

Mrs. Babcock

Medical Alert
If your child has a MEDICAL or LEGAL ALERT, 
please inform the office asap.  250-870-5125 or 
ray@sd23.bc.ca

Annual Terry Fox Run
Hi Ravens! 

It is time for our annual Terry Fox Run and fundraiser for 

Cancer research. Please take some time this weekend to 

talk with your child(ren) about Terry Fox and the sacrifice 

he made in trying to find cures for cancer. Students are 

encouraged to bring in a small donation for this valuable 

cause. Remember any amount is greatly appreciated. We 

hope to match our donations from last year that were 

nearly $675 dollars. We will collect until Wednesday, 

September 18. On that day we will also run/walk as a 

school around the back field.

Thank you in advance to the entire Raymer community for 

your kindness - your support truly makes a difference.

Mr. Fafard

"Take Care of Yourself, Others and Our School"

School Focus and Learning Goals 2024/2025

Through our school belief statements 

found in the school calendar 

students and staff will:

● Understand and practice powerful reading 

and writing routines

● Develop and strengthen personal character 

attributes

● Create a caring community



Accident Insurance

Central Okanagan Public Schools does not insure 

expenses for student injuries that occur on school 

grounds or during school activities. Parents and 

guardians can voluntarily purchase private accident 

insurance. The Kids Plus Accident Insurance Program 

that was previously offered to our students was 

discontinued in 2019. The IA Financial Group now 

offers the Family Accident Reimbursement Plan (FARP) 

which is a voluntary plan that provides coverage for 

students and their families against accidental injury, 

unexpected medical expenses and critical illness.  

To apply for the Family Accident Reimbursement Plan 

or to find out more, visit HERE

INFORMATION FROM SCHOOL DISTRICT 23 

Appeals Procedure/Financial Hardship Language: 

The Central Okanagan School District's Appeals Process 
Board Policy 460 – Appeals states that, "A student or a parent of a student who is entitled to an educational program in the 
Central Okanagan Public Schools may appeal a decision of an employee of the Board of Education which  significantly 
affects the education, health or safety of the student". For a complete description of the Appeals Policy, along with the 
recommended steps to follow in attempting to solve a problem, please refer to Policy 460 – Appeals, that can be accessed 
from the 'Policies' link under the Board of Education heading on the School District homepage (www.sd23.bc.ca). 

The Central Okanagan School District's Financial Hardship Clause 
Within Board Regulation 425R – Student Fees (see www.sd23.bc.ca), the Board of Education has indicated "that a student will 
not be excluded from any educational program due to financial hardship". Clause 8.5 in the Regulations states "Principals are
directed to establish a procedure in each school which will allow for the private and confidential consideration of financial
circumstances of individual students and families. Such procedures will preserve the dignity of families who may be unable to
pay". Please contact the school Principal if you are facing a financial hardship that may restrict the ability of your child to 
access a school program. 

Please do not send your 
child with food products 
containing nuts.  Thank 
you for keeping our 
children safe.  This 
includes Nutella.

Sorry, No Dogs Allowed
Dogs are not permitted on school 

property at any time, even on a 

leash.  This is a health and safety

issue where the School District must

comply with both the Regional 

District of the Central Okanagan 

bylaw #366 and Division 1, part 107 

of the Workers Compensation Act (WCB).  By bringing 

dogs onto school grounds the health and safety is 

exposing students and staff to the hazards of dog 

bites, dog fights, and dog feces.  Even if dog owners 

clean up messes, the residue can still be left on the 

grass where children play.

SAVE THE DATE
On Thursday Sept 26 the staff and PAC 

at Raymer will be hosting a welcome 

back BBQ dinner as part of our parent 

teacher conferences.  More information 

to follow.  We hope you can join us!

A big thank you to the Gary Bennett Family 
Fund! The family has generously donated 
money towards a breakfast program at 
Raymer.

Please click HERE to learn more about the 
Gary Bennett Family Fund.

https://specialmarkets.ia.ca/aonbc/home
https://www.gmbfund.ca/


MEET RAYMEE

Our students were 
excited to welcome 
Raymee back to another 
fun school year!

MAKE SURE TO REGISTER FOR SCHOOL 
MESSENGER

This will ensure you receive important 
school information and weekly Parent 

Memos like this one!

Attendance/Lates

Attendance is a key contributor to success at 

school.  We kindly ask that you help support this 

success by ensuring your child arrives to school 

on time.  The first ten minutes of the morning are 

critical times in getting settled and organized for 

the day and truly sets a tone for learning.  Please 

support our students by ensuring they are here 

and lined up at their morning meeting spot 

between 8:20-8:25. Teachers meet their students 

shortly after with the goal to be in class by 8:30. 

Our first bell rings at 8:25. Thank you for your 

support!

School Messenger
HOW TO REGISTER:

SCHOOL MESSENGER-Safe Arrival Absence 

Reporting System - the Canadian APP

Please download the app shown below. To see a short video 

that explains how to enter absences and use school 

messenger, please visit our Raymer website

www.ray.sd23.bc.ca. Then click on the "Parents" tab and then 

click on School Messenger-Safe Arrival Absence Reporting 

System tab.

TO REPORT AN 
ABSENCE/LATE:

1. School Messenger

APP on cell phone

2. Website

https://go.school

messenger.ca/#/

home

3. Phone message.

Call 250-870-5125,

#1, follow prompts.

Emails to teachers will 

not be accepted.

If your child has an

unexcused absence,

you will receive a

notification (phone

call/e-mail) from

School Messenger.

School Fees DUE NOW
School Fees ($35) and Cultural Fees ($10) can be 
paid through School CashOnline.  Instructions are 
on the last page.  Please let us know if you need 
support.

Criminal Record Checks

We greatly value our volunteers in the 

classrooms, on field studies and at a variety of 

other events throughout the school year.

A Criminal Record Check (CRC) is required for 

all volunteers.  They are valid for 4 years.

CRC Process:

1. Obtain CRC paperwork from the school 

office.

2. Complete and submit paperwork and 

supporting documents to the office (not 

RCMP).

3. The RCMP will process the CRC and 

return it to YOU via Canada Post mail.

4. You must bring the completed CRC to 

the Raymer office in order to be 

authorized to volunteer.

** This process can take up to 6 weeks.**

http://www.ray.sd23.bc.ca
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/home
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/home
https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/home
https://www.schoolcashonline.com/


Litterless lunches at school are the best form of recycling.  On 

average, a school-age child with a disposable lunch generates 

approximately 30 kg (67 lbs) of waste per school year. That means 

that if your child has 25 students in his/her class, they are producing 

737 kg (1,625 lbs) of waste each year. This is more weight than the 

average car…. just imagine what a whole school produces!

At Raymer we proudly take on the environmental challenge of 

implementing our own Litterless Lunch Recycling Program.  We ask 

that whatever comes in your child’s lunch bag goes home in their 

lunch bag, including all food wrappers.  In this way, we will create far 

less garbage at school and you will have a better idea of what your 

child is finishing for lunch.  

Our students are excited about highlighting one of the ways we care 

for our school and our environment by contributing to a Green School 
every day.

Raymer is Going GREEN with 
LITTERLESS LUNCHES

House Teams

This year at Raymer we are working on building school culture and positive 

community by forming House Teams.  We have 10 teams presented all by a 

different colour.  Students and teachers spent the day on Wednesday together 

in their house team getting to know each other, building relationships and 

having fun!  Teams created a team name as well as a team cheer/chant!  

Throughout the year we will come together and have some healthy 

competition and collaborative fun!  Ask your child what house team they are!!!



The Central Okanagan School District's Sanctuary Schools Policy

Board Policy 421 – Sanctuary Schools upholds the Board's commitment to providing educational 
opportunities for all students who are ordinarily residents in the Central Okanagan, including those with 
precarious immigration status or no immigration status. Student registrations that pertain to Policy 421 –
Sanctuary Schools will be processed through the Welcome Centre.

Policy 421 – Sanctuary Schools
http://www.sd23.bc.ca/Board/Policies/Section%204%20%20Students/421.pdf

Welcome Centre
http://www.welcomecentre.sd23.bc.ca/Pages/default.aspx#/=

YEAR at a GLANCE

http://www.sd23.bc.ca/Board/Policies/Section%204%20%20Students/421.pdf
http://www.welcomecentre.sd23.bc.ca/Pages/default.aspx#/=
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